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Above: The Rattlesnake high country
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Published twice a year by the Wilderness Institute

Rattlesnake Wilderness
Legislation Proposed
After seven years of extensive
work, Congressional legislation was
introduced on Nov. 14 to establish the
Rattlesnake National Education and
Recreation Area and Wilderness in
western Montana.
Sponsored in the House Interior
Committee by Rep. Pat Williams, D-Mont.,
the bill (HR.5898) proposes 32,000 of
the 63,000 acres for wilderness desig
nation and 31,000 for special recrea
tion and wildlife management.
All of the boundaries, management
directives, zones and legal classifica
tions in the bill were based on the
results of a five-year study by private
individuals, organizations and public
agencies, a cooperative effort unparralleled in the history of western
Montana.
Recreation zones within the special
management area would provide for a
wide range of primitive recreational
experiences. The high use area will
provide for non-motorized use in the
Spring Gulch area, while the main
Rattlesnake Creek section will provide
opportunities for both motorized and
non-motorized use. The bill also allows
continued snowmobile use on the jeep
trail to Mineral Peak, while alpine ski
touring will be available in the
Marshall Ridge/Sheep Mountain area,
located in the southern portion of the
recreation area.
The bill also authorizes the estab
lishment and operation of the Rattle
snake Wildlands Education and Research
Center to promote public education
pertaining to all aspects of wildland
management. The educational programs,
Williams said, "would be coordinated by
the U.S. Forest Service and the Univer
sity of Montana Wilderness Institute."

Williams envisions the Rattlesnake
as a "living laboratory" of environmen
tal education for the development of
unique and innovative programs providing
a wilderness experience for those tra
ditionally locked-out, including the
very young, the very old and the handi
capped. Some of the ideas that have
been suggested includes summer opera
tion of the chair-lift at Snow Bowl, a
skiing area on the west end of the
Rattlesnake mountains, and use of horse
drawn wagons into the alpine areas
during summer months.
Located four-and-a-half miles from
Missoula, a community of 55,000, the
Rattlesnake may be the nation's only
example of "urban wilderness," a wild
area near an urban center. Cass
Chinske, executive director of Friends
of the Rattlesnake (an organization
concerned with protection of the area),
coined this seemingly contradictory
term to describe the Rattlesnake's
uniqueness.
Overwhelming support for the
Rattlesnake was shown during a public
hearing held by Williams June 30, 1979.
"There are some good things that can be
said about wilderness," Williams said,
"and they can all be said about the
Rattlesnake."
The proposed 32,000 acres of wil
derness is characteristically alpine,
containing 41 high mountain lakes.
While its eastern slopes are gentle,
the western slopes contain rugged,
glaciated mountains, ranging from 7,500
to almost 9,000 feet in elevation.
Rattlesnake Creek, for which the
area is named, drops 5,000 feet in ele
vation as it winds its way down through
a trough-shaped glacial canyon. For
over 100 years. Rattlesnake Creek has

been a major source of municipal water
supply for Missoula. The area still
exists as a wild and primitive area
primarily because of its management as
a municipal watershed.
Timber harvesting in the Rattle
snake was discontinued in 1964 and
extensive inventory by Forest Service
c o n tin u e d o n p a g e

KISHINENA, female wolf captured
and radio-tagged in North Fork Flathead
River drainage by the Wolf Ecology
Project. Story on page 5.
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Message From the Directors:
WI Future in Doubt
Five years ago the Wilderness Institute was created by a diverse group of
scientists, educators, land agency personnel and leading conservationists to help
mediate wildland conflicts by providing non-biased information to resource managers
and citizens, conducting continuing and public education programs to serve profes
sionals and the public and helping to develop the future expertise wildland decis
ion making would require.
Since the Wilderness Institute's creation, we have strived to meet these
goals and objectives. To document this growth and development we have recently
published "The Wilderness Institute: Its First Five Years, 1974-1979."
We feel our work represents a significant achievement for such a young
organization. We have received numerous letters from around the country commending
us on our achievements and on the high quality of the Five-Year Report and we thank
our supporters for their help.
The Wilderness Institute is now at a critical turning point. Our Board of
Advisors, Executive Committee and professional and volunteer staff have been re
evaluating our efforts over the past five years and our goals for the future.
The Institute is also in critical financial condition. The dire financial
conditions and budget restrictions which have characterized both the University of
Montana and the School of Forestry have prevented University support for the Wild
erness Institute during the past two years. This has necessitated a constant ef
fort in obtaining outside funding.
Although we have been successful in the past, the time-consuming nature of
such fund-raising efforts, combined with a lack of basic operating support for pro
fessional staff, has made it increasingly difficult to generate outside funding.
This fall we were forced to lay off Dale Harris, assistant director of W I .
Dale's efforts during the past five years were highly instrumental in the success
of the Institute. Our staff, and the organization as a whole, have suffered from
this loss and we're continuing our efforts to raise funds to return Dale to this
position.
Funding for our only remaining professional staff member, Ken Wall, will
terminate Dec. 31, 1979. Unless additional funding is obtained in early 1980, the
Wilderness Institute will operate without professional staff. Under the direction
of Dr. Robert Ream, a staff of volunteer students would continue to provide some
services, but the scope of the Institute's activities would be drastically reduced.
With the demise of the Wilderness Institute as we know it looming on the
horizon, we have doubled our efforts to obtain operating support. Our major fund
raising efforts include:
--the meeting of the WI Executive Committee and Advisory Board in December
to discuss future programs and funding strategies.
--the submitting of proposals to major foundations to obtain operating
support and wilderness education and research grants.
,
--the Missoula premiere of the movie "Heartland" on Dec. 6 as a benefit
for the Wilderness Institute.
--the introduction of legislation by Congressman Pat Williams, D-MT., to
establish the Rattlesnake National Education and Recreation Area and Wilderness.
A provision included in the bill would establish a Rattlesnake Wildland Education
and Research Center. Congressman Williams has indicated his desire that the
Wilderness Institute and the U.S, Forest Service administer the educational pro
grams at the center with an annual operating budget not to exceed $275,000.
— a direct solicitation fund-raising campaign during the past month.
WE NEED YOUR HELP.' There are at least two ways that you can provide
assistance to WI through this crucial transition. The first is a direct financial
contribution and the second is by writing us a letter to give us your suggestions
on how to keep the Wilderness Institute in existence.
With your support, we can continue the work we have begun during the
past five years and make WI even more effective in serving all clients interested
in the wilderness resource.
- Bob Ream, Ken Wall

Mission Tribal
Wilderness
Designated
On Nov. 14, 1979, the
Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribal Council voted
to establish a 95,000 acre
wilderness on the west slope
of the Mission Range in
Montana.
The Mission Mountain Tribal
Wilderness developed from a
project begun by the Wilder
ness Institute in the fall of
1976. The Confederated Salish
and Kootenai Tribes contracted
with the Institute to prepare
a boundary recommendation for
the area and a wilderness
management plan proposal.
Much of the current tribal
wilderness was once part of a
system of roadless areas on
Indian Reservations that was
set aside in 1937 by Robert
Marshall when he was the Chief
Forester for the Office of
Indian Affairs (Forerunner of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs).
Marshall established 12
roadless areas and four wild
areas on 12 Indian reserva
tions across the country.
With the exception of the Wind
River Reserve on the Shoshone/
Arapahoe Reservation in Wyo
ming, most of these areas have
been declassified "to facili
tate economic development."
The Mission Tribal Wilderness
is the only roadless area of
its kind to be reclassified in
a manner to protect the nat
ural environment.
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Critics Applaud “Heartland”
"Heartland," a feature film
based on the real-life story of turnof-the-century homesteader Elinore
Pruitt Stewart, received excellent
reviews at the "Independent Feature
Festival," part of this year's New
York Film Festival.
Produced by Wilderness Women
Productions of Missoula, Mont, and
Filmhaus, Inc. of New York, "Heart
land," made its world premiere Sept.
22 at New York's Paramount Theater.
Vincent Canby, film critic for
The New York Times, call "Heartland"
"unsentimental and realistic in its
appreciation of its characters and
the quality of their lives." The New
Yorker Magazine described Conchata
Ferrell's portrayal of Elinore Stewart
as "formidable," saying she brought to^
difficult scenes a "rigorous authen
ticity."
Executive producer Annick Smith
and producer-writer Beth Ferris
received a $600,000 grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) for production of Montana's
largest media project to date. The
sceenplay was written by Ferris with
additional scenes by William Kittredge,
western writer and professor at the
University of Montana. Story editing
was done by Elizabeth Clark of
Missoula.
The story portrays an impoverish
ed Denver widow with a young daughter
who moves to Burntfork, Wyo. after con
tracting to keep house for a Scottish
rancher named Stewart. Though the
ways of this rough prairie and moun
tain land are unfamiliar to her, she
dreams of homesteading.a place of her
own, and files a $12 claim on land
adjacent to her employer's. With her

daughter and Stewart, whom she later
marries for convenience, Mrs. Stewart
displays a determination to endure the
harshness of frontier life.

“A c c o r d in g to F erris, ‘H e a r tla n d ’is a s to r y
a b o u t s u r v i v o r s .. .f r o m f r e e z in g w e a t h e r to
th e lo s s o f liv e s to c k to th e d e a th o f a n e w ly
b o r n b a b y , th e S t e w a r t s s u r v iv e .”

According to Ferris, "Heartland"
is a story about survivors.
"Elinore
Stewart was such a strong'character,
and I tried to make every incident
show the struggle and rewards of
pioneer life," she said. From freez
ing weather and the loss of livestock
to the death of a newly born baby,
the Stewarts survive.
The concept for "Heartland" came
in 1976! when Ferris and Smith devel
oped an idea for a series of dramatic
films about the lives of 19th century
women pioneers.
In the spring of
1977, their Wilderness Women Project
was sponsored by the Wilderness
Institute and received an $82,000
research and development grant from
NEH. "Heartland," the first film to
emerge from that project, was funded
for production in October 1978. The
final draft of the script was com
pleted in May 1979.
Producers Ferris and Smith
approached director Richard Pearce
with the script. "We were looking
for a director who would understand
the characters and could identify with

the rural isolation and the struggles
of a pioneer existence." Ferris said.
"Richard Pearces's 'The Gardener's
Son,' had the feeling we were looking
for." Michael Hausman, co-producer of
the "The Gardener's Son" and "Hair,"
agreed to co-produce the film with
Ferris for Wilderness Women.
"Heartland" features Rip T o m
and Conchata Ferrell as Clyde and
Elinore Stewart, with academy-award
winning actress Lilia Skala, Barry
Primus and 10-year-old Missoulian
Megan Folsom in supporting roles.
Shooting began in April 1979 in
Garneil at the base of the Snowy
Mountains outside Harlowton and Judith
Gap in central Montana. "We needed a
location where we could find three
seasons--spring, summer and winter--in
a six-week period," the producers said.
"The cast and crew endured blizzards
and leaky roofs, but it was worth it.
We could not have tapped the reality
of pioneer ranch life any other way."
Though national distribution is
still undecided, "Heartland" made its
Montana premiere in Harlowton Nov. 24
and 25. "We felt a special debt to
the people of Harlowton because of
their generous help during the film
ing," Ferris said. "The local commu
nity was invaluable. They rallied to
our assistance again and again."
A benefit showing of the film
for the Wilderness Institute and
Wilderness Women is scheduled for
Thurs., Dec. 6 at the Wilma Theater in
Missoula.
"We feel it is important
that the film be seen in Montana,"
Ferris added. "If necessary, we will
hand-carry it around the state."
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Volunteers Conduct Field Studies
The Madison
Study
In a response to a request
from "The Madison-Gallatin
Alliance," a Bozeman based
citizen organization, seven
volunteers formed a Wilder
ness Institute field studies
team and participated in an
inventory of the wildlands
in the Madison Range this
summer.
The 290,000 acre study
area included the Forest
Service administered Spanish
Peaks Primitive Area, the
Taylor-Hilgard Wilderness
Study Area, and contiguous
portions of the Madison RARE
II area #1-549, known as
Jack Greek and Cowboy Heaven,
plus a BLM primitive area
known as Beartrap, located
west of the Spanish Peaks
Area.
Although all of these
areas were studied as one
entity, the Taylor-Hilgard
area is the only official
administrative wilderness
study atea, established by
the Montana Wilderness Study
Act of 1977 (S. .393) .
The field studies team
had three primary objectives:
to provide field verification
of the entire boundary along
with photo documentation of
controversial boundary sit
uations; to complete a human
development inventory; and
to document wilderness char
acteristics by applying the
Wilderness Attributes Rating
System,(developed by the
Forest Service for RARE II).

Operating from a base
camp at an administrative
cabin provided by the Forest
Service in the Hammond Creek
Basin, the group completed
the study for the entire
west side of the Madison
Range. The rest of the sum
mer was spent inventorying
the south-eastern side of
the study area using the
same methods and procedures.
Unfortunately, a low bud
get, lack of adequate time,
and wear and tear on private
vehicles (problems common to
many volunteer efforts) pre
vented the group from com
pleting the inventory of the
northeastern side of the
study area.
Presently the study team
is working on a report sum
marizing the information
collected during the summer.
The report will supplement
the Forest Service and BLM
review of the wildlands in
the Madison Range with objec
tive information on boundary
considerations and wilderness
characteristics.

The West Pioneer Study
A seven member volunteer
team from the Wilderness
Institute conducted a study
this summer in the West
Pioneer Mountains.
Located
30 miles northwest of Dillon
in the Beaverhead National
Forest in southwestern
Montana, the West Pioneers
are one of nine wilderness
study areas established by
the Montana Wilderness Study
Act of 1977 (S. 393).
The area includes approx
imately 157,000 acres and
is characterized by timbercovered mountains rising.to
9,500 feet with numerous
lakes and fragile wet mea
dows.
It is a major water
shed for the Big Hole River.
The study team spent 30
days in the West Pioneers
exploring controversial RARE
II and S. 393 boundary
alternatives and inventory
ing human impacts. The

team also observed and docu
mented unique natural, cul
tural, and historical char
acteristics.
Methods of documenting
the characteristics of the
land and its wilderness
attributes included exten
sive hiking and. observation
in the area, photodocumenta
tion and preparation of
detailed field notes.
Inter
views with local residents
and research in Forest Ser
vice files supplemented the
field work.
The results of the study
are being compiled into an
information report to be
released in February, 1980.
The report will be available
from the Wilderness Institute
for use by Montana congress
ional delegation, the Forest
Service, and other interested
parties involved in the S.
393 decision making process.

WI Prepares Outfitter’s Guide

A Montana Outfitter
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In the spring of 1979,
the Wilderness Institute
began research on an opera
tions handbook designed to
assist commercial outfitters
working in Wilderness and
Wild and Scenic River Areas.
The handbook is now being
prepared as a cooperative
project between the Wilder
ness Institute, and the Forest
Service's Region 1 Recrea
tion and Lands Division. It
is an updated version of
"Environmental Outfitting,"
a handbook developed by the
Moose Creek Ranger District.
The new version of the
handbook will feature infor
mation on new equipment and
techniques and will also
examine problems many out
fitters are having in meet
ing wilderness policy guide
lines developed by adminis
tering agencies.
In compiling information
for the handbook, the
authors interviewed many
professional outfitters in

Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, and
Oregon. Forest Service
wilderness personnel from
both Region 1 and Region 6
have also donated informa
tion on the particular prob
lems that they have encoun
tered while managing backcountry horse use.
A special chapter will
cover pack stock nutrition
based on data gathered from
interviews with range scien
tists and animal nutrition
ists from the University of
Montana, Montana State Uni
versity, Oregon State Uni
versity, the University of
Vermont, and Cook College
at Rutgers University.
Private companies have
also provided product infor
mation on horse nutrition,
packing equipment, and light
weight minimum impact camp
ing supplies.
The handbook will be
available to the public in
May, 1980.

Two Courses Added
to “Wilderness
and Civilization”
Two new courses have added
greater perspective to the
study of wilderness in the
"Wilderness and Civilization"
course, an interdisciplinary
academic program sponsored
every fall by the Wilderness
Institute.
Beth Ferris, a Missoula
filmmaker, is teaching a
humanities course entitled
"Images of Wilderness Through
Journals and Film." Ferris
has worked with the Institute
since its inception in 1974
on projects such as the
Wilderness Women Film pro
ductions and "The River is
Wider Than It Seems," a
documentary film about the
Lower Flathead River Hydro
electric dam controversy.
Keeping personal journals
has long been a part of the
fall program but this is the
first year a course has
focused entirely on the
practice alone.
An economic perspective
on wilderness has been
gained with the addition of
a course entitled "Political
Economy of Wilderness,"
taught by Dr. Tom Power,
chairman of the University
of Montana Economics depart
ment.
Courses in forestry,
philosophy and literature
are also part of the "Wild
erness and Civilization"
program. These courses add
sociological, ethical.

historical and ecological
perspectives from which
wilderness is examined.
This year nineteen women
and fourteen men are parti
cipating in the 18-credit
program. The program began
with a 10-day trek through
the Sapphire Range and the
Anaconda-Pintlar Wilderness.
This provided the students
with an encounter on which to
base both study and discus
sion of wilderness and its
relation to the earth and
we who inhabit the earth.
Each student, in addition
to the six courses, is work
ing on a project concerned
with wilderness areas. Pro
jects include: a slide
program on two roadless areas
near Dillon being studied as
part of the BLM's wilderness
inventory; a proposal for an
education program designed
to teach wilderness values
to elementary and secondary
school students; a review
of the wilderness boundaries
of the Sapphire study area
proposed in the Montana
Wilderness Study Act (S. 393);
and a proposal for two trails
in the Rattlesnake area, one
designed for handicapped
access and the other designed
as an interpretive nature
walk. In addition, other
students are helping to
complete reports from Field
Studies conducted last sum
mer in the Madison range and
the West Pioneers by Wilder
ness Institute volunteers.

Research Team
Tags Female Wolf
On April 8 of this year the
Wolf Ecology Project trapped
and radio-tagged an 80 pound
female wolf in the North Fork
of the Flathead River valley.
The wolf, which researchers
named Kishenina, was caught
approximately seven miles
north of the U.S.-Canadian
border and is the first wolf
ever to be outfitted with a
radio collar in the northern
Rocky Mountains.
The Wolf Ecology Project
began seven years ago under
the supervision of Dr. Robert
R. Ream. The project is
sponsored by the Wilderness
Institute and funded by the

of food the wolf fervors.
Research concerning the- dis
tribution and relative numbers
of ungulates and beaver in the
wolf habitat is also being
^conducted.
The North Fork area is
being searched for evidence of
other wolves and trapping ef
forts have resumed this fall
with the hiring of Diane Boyd,
a graduate student in wildlife
biology. Researchers hope to
fit additional wolves with
radio collars in the North
Fork drainage before the win
ter to gather more information
on prey selection when snow
provides good tracking.

“T h e p u r p o s e o f th e p r o je c t is to d e te r m in e th e d is tr ib u tio n a n d
e c o lo g y o f w o lv e s in th e n o r th e r n R o c k y M o u n ta in reg io n

U.S. Fish 8 Wildlife Service.
The purpose of the project is
to determine the distribution
and ecology of wolves in the
northern Rocky Mountain re
gion.
Prior to capturing the wolf
in April, the project's pri
mary effort was collecting
reports of wolf signs and
sightings, as well as search
ing areas which were thought
to have good potential for
wolf habitation. One research
assistant spent most of the
summer in the Clearwater
National Forest in Idaho
looking for wolves and wolf
signs. Some survey work is
still being continued in other
areas, but the major effort
will be in the North Fork of
the Flathead where Kishinena
has been ranging.
Aerial locations of the
wolf are determined twice
weekly, and are sometimes sup
plemented by ground locations.
These sites are then examined,
habitat typed, and intensively
searched for kills, tracks,
scats, and any other indica
tions of the wolf's presence
and habits.
In this way re
searchers hope to determine
the types of areas and types

While the search for wolves
has continued for the past
year, other related publica
tions have been completed as
part of the Wolf Ecology
Project. These include:
--"Wolf Status in the
Northern Rockies" and "A
Comparative Study of Wolf and
Dog Tracks," two papers which
were submitted Aug. 13-17 at
an international Wolf Sympo
sium in Portland, Ore.
attended by Dr. Ream and pro
ject personnel.
--"Wolf Identification: A
Field Guide" by Dr. Ream and
Ursula Mattson completed in
June 1979.
--"A Winter Wolf Survey in
the Vicinity of the Anaconda
Range" by Dr. Ream and Randall
Rodgers, research assistant.
The stuay was completed in
May 1979 by the Wilderness
Institute through a Forest
Service contract.
All reports are available
through the Wilderness Insti
tute Information Center.'
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Documentary Film Explores
Variety of Conflicts
"The River is Wider Than
It Seems," a 16 mm documen
tary film funded in part'by
the Montana Committee for
the Humanities, and spon
sored by the Wilderness
Institute, is now complete.
The 54 minute film looks
at cultural and ethical
issues that have evolved
from the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers studies of
potential damsites on the
lower Flathead River.
The film examines con*
flicting opinions on the
future of the river and on
solutions to the region's
energy needs.
Interviewed
in the film are Montana
Senators John Melcher and
Max Baucus, members of the
Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes, George
O'Connor of Montana Power
C o ., a spokesman from the
Bonneville Power Administra
tion, and members of the

Corps of Engineers study
team.
The film was directed by
John Stern and co-produced
by Stefn and Beth Ferris.
Production began in May 1978,
and was funded by a grant
from the MCH in October
1978.

Universal Themes
While the film concerns a
local and regional issue-the
fate of a wild river in a
time of national energy
shortage-it transcends spe
cific political and techni
cal arguments to explore
themes universally applica
ble to environmental con
flicts, such as lpss of pri
vate lands, cultural tradi
tion, and growth versus
steady state social philo
sophies .
The film will be broad
cast over state television

The Flathead River
networks in fche near future
and will eventually be avail
able to interested groups.
The Wilderness Institute
is preparing a proposal to

MCH which would provide a
public discussion and forum
series to accompany the film
as it is shown in several
Montana communities.

Slide Program on S. 393 Produced
To promote citizen
involvement in the Montana
wilderness study process,
the Wilderness Institute has
produced a slide-tape pro
gram explaining the Montana
Wilderness Study Act of 1977
(S. 393). This legislation
was introduced by the late
Montana Senator Lee Metcalf
who established nine wilder
ness study areas in Montana.
The nine areas are briefly
described in the slide pro

gram and the Forest Service
study process is explained:
In addition, it clarifies
many of the myths and mis
conceptions associated with
the Wilderness Act of 1964 .4
Funded in part by the
Montana Wilderness Associa
tion's Legal and Educational
Fund and the Associated
Students of the University
of Montana, the program was
produced during the summer
of 1979 and is now available

for showings to any inter
ested audiences.
The program's first public
showing was in Missoula on
September 17, the night
before a Forest Service »
workshop which examined
public concerns with the
Sapphire and Blue Joint
study areas. About 60 people
came to the showing. The
slide-tape program has been
shown to several groups
since then in Great Falls,

Helena, Bozeman and Kalispell. It was also shown
during an environmental con
ference held at Camp Paxson
on Seeley Lake in October.
The show was designed to
remain timely for the dura
tion of the Montana Wilder
ness Study, which could con
tinue through November, 1982.
If you are interested in
showing the slide-tape pro
gram call or write us. It
was produced for the people
of Montana.

Clark Fork River Recreation Study Published
A one-year study of rec
reation on the Upper Clark
Fork River was completed by
Carol Hagmann and published
in June, 1979.
Funded by the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife,
and Parks through a grant to
the Wilderness Institute,
Hagmann studied the Clark
Fork River from its source
at the confluence at Warm
Springs Creek and Silver
Bow Creek to the Milltown
dam near Missoula to deter
mine the nature and extent
of recreational use of the
Upper Clark Fork River and
its tributaries.
The recreational study
was part of the research
necessary for the state to
prepare a river management
plan. The plan seeks to
determine the amount of
water needed for fish, wild
life and recreation in the
Upper Clark Fork River
Basin.
Observational methods

page 6

used to study recreational
use included driving the
roads parallel to the river,
floating sections of the
river, monitoring access
points and flying over the
river. From these observa
tions, and from question
naires completed by rec
reationists, information
was gathered on the amount,
type, and distribution of
visitors, as well as infor
mation on their backgrounds,
recreational preferences,
and perceptions.
Hagmann noted that rec
reational use on the major
tributaries, Flint Creek.
Rock Creek, and the Little
Blackfoot River, exceeded
use of the Upper Clark Fork
River. Of the estimated
102,631 visits, 70 percent
were by Montanans, many of
whom used no Montana streams
other than those being stud
ied. Twenty-five percent
said they used the river and
its tributaries ten or more

felt there should be no
increased facility develop
ment at fishing sites along
the rivers, but did suggest
campground improvements at
Beavertail and Turah. River
access and site development
were rated as "adequate" by
a majority of users.
To guarantee future access
to the public, Hagmann sug
gested that the Montana
Department of Fish, Wild
life and Parks acquire ease
ments, or attempt to pur
chase private lands pre
sently being used by rec
reationists. Hagmann con
cluded that further river
recreation studies should
be conducted on the Upper
Clark Fork River to assess
trends in the amount and
type of use. In addition,
she said further research
is needed to place specific
figures on the amount of
water necessary to sustain
various recreational activi
ties.

times per year.
Users rated the Upper
Clark Fork River as recreationally equal to other riv
ers in the region including
the Madison, Big Hole, Yel
lowstone, Missouri, and the
three forks of the Flathead
River. The Blackfoot and
Bitterroot Rivers were most
often named as other Montana
streams visited by users of
the Upper Clark Fork River.
Fishing was found to be
the major activity in the
study area. The fishing
potential and close proximity
to the recreationists' homes
were isolated as the two
main reasons for use of the
Upper Clark Fork River.
Because of the signifi
cance of recreational use on
the Clark Fork. Hagmann sug
gested that implications on
tributary recreation and
impacts on user activities
be considered when making
water allocation decisions.

Rattlesnake
c o n tin u e d fr o m p a g e 1

WILDERNESS AREA
NATIONAL EDUCATION AND
RECREATION AREA

The Rattlesnake Proposal

Management Policies and Decisions
Collected and Summarized
"The Wilderness Management Plan
Review Project" is now complete.
This document contains an assemblage
of the management policies and result
ing decisions contained in 54 wilder
ness and primitive area management
plans for areas throughout the western
U.S.
The purpose of the Review Project
is to present a holistic view of
these management plans, in effect
fitting together the contents of
many different plans into one docu
ment. This document will serve as a
reference tool for wildland managers,
to improve the quality and thorough
ness of wilderness management plans
prepared in the future.
The document was drawn from 54
management plans prepared for wilder-

ness and primitive areas administered
by the Forest Service, the National
Park Service, the Bureau of Land
Management, and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. At the time WI
began working on the report, it
included all plans that were available
to the public for areas west of the
Mississippi River. Today, this
represents approximately 28 percent
of the areas now included in the
National Wilderness Preservation
System.
Selected wildland managers and
conservationists around the country
are currently reviewing the document.
It will then be distributed to all
western wildland managers, and avail
able to the public through the Wilder
ness Institute Information Center.

Information Center Updated
The Wilderness Institute has
recently revised and updated its
literature request list, making a
number of new reports and articles
available to the public through its
Information Center.
The material is now classified
into six categories: Wilderness
Articles; Wilderness Research and
Study Reports; Wilderness Management;
Wild and Scenic Rivers; Environmental
and Wilderness Ethics; and Wolf
Ecology Project. The Information
Center hopes to expand the information

available within these categories and
possibly add more categories to the
list in the future.
You can find the new literature
request list on a separate sheet
enclosed with your newsletter. Addi
tional lists are available at WI.
The Institute is also updating
its mailing list.
If you have changed
your address since our last correspon
dence or would like to get on the WI
mailing list for the first time,
complete the form on the Literature
Request sheet and mail it to WI.

and timber industry officials have de
termined that commercial logging is
uneconomical and imcompatible with
municipal watershed management. Public
use of four-wheeled vehicles was pro
hibited in 1970 by the Montana Power
Company, and the bill would halt motor
cycle access into the more fragile high
country.
The Rattlesnake contains 14 wild
life species that the Forest Service
associates with wilderness including,
cougar, golden eagle, cutthroat trout,
and mountain goat.
In addition, a wide
variety of wildlife species flourish in
the Rattlesnake including black bear,
mule and white-tailed deer, hoary
marmots, beaver, coyotes, badger, mink,
bobcats, and 98 species of birds inclu
ding seven species of hawks and four
species of owls.
Some endangered species also exist'
in the Rattlesnake. Dr. Charles Jonkel,
of the University of Montana Border
Grizzly Project, has documented evidence
of grizzly in the McLeod Peak area,
while the Forest Service has evidence
supporting the presence of bald eagles
in the area. Dr. Robert Ream, director
of the UM Wilderness Institute, found
that the Rattlesnake provides a natural
corridor for movement of timber wolves.
Presently, the special wildlife
zones in the proposed legislation con
tain no roads are virtually trailless.
A fire management plan, critical in
maintaining natural wildlife'habitat,
would be prepared for these areas.
The Wilderness Institute has par
ticipated in various studies exploring
the recreational potential of the
Rattlesnake. Publications include the
1977 Highcountry Recreation Inventory;
a publication on the area's culture and
history; and a four-part quarterly re
port by Dr. Stephen McCool, UM School
of Forestry. Contrary to Forest Service
recreational use reports, McCool found
that the hours of non-motorized use
exceeded those of motorized use 86 to
14 percent. Total annual use of the
Rattlesnake increased 33 percent between
1975 and 1978. Over 30,000 people
visited the are last year, with older
adults accounting for almost one-fourth
of all users.
Presently, the Wilderness Institute
is researching the dispersed recreation
al impacts and preparing an inventory
of campsites and trails in the lower
Rattlesnake. All publications are
available from the Institute.
The Rattlesnake National Education
and Recreation Area and Wilderness
would provide statuatory protection for
Missoula’s municipal watershed, economic
benefits for the community and a valu
able wilderness resource for the area.
Public involvement is important.
If
you wish to learn more about the Rattle
snake bill contact:
-Rep. Pat Williams (Western Montana)
House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
-Cass Chinske, Executive Director
Friends of the Rattlesnake
717 Cherry
Missoula, Montana 59801
-Wilderness Institute
School of Forestry
University of Montana
Missoula, Montana 59812
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WI Analyzes Public
Comments for BLM

T h e W ild ern ess Institute:
Its First F iv e Y ears,
1974-1979

Since 1976 the Bureau of
Land Management has been
conducting a multiphased
wilderness review program of
the 8,485,363 acres they
administer in Montana.
After publishing its prelimi
nary initial inventory deci
sions on 391 areas, the BLM
received over 500 written
comments by the public
between April and July, 1979.
Early last summer the
Bureau of Land Management
contracted with Wilderness
Institute to analyze those
public comments. Using
content analysis, a method
of objectively organizing
and interpreting large
amounts of public comments
and displaying them for use
by decision-makers, the
Institute completed the
analysis and issued a report
to the BLM in July, 1979.
Copies of this report are
available for public review
at all BLM offices and many
public libraries around the
state.
In the content analysis,
all letters received by the
BLM were coded, analyzed,
and assigned to pre-defined
categories.
(Initial code
numbers, for example, pro
vided a permanent record
establishing the BLM office
from which it originated).
A majority of the letters
received were from the east
ern Montana ranchers, who
expressed their opposition
to the fact that areas near
their homes were included in
the wilderness inventory.
Most expressed that they
felt threatened by the idea
of wilderness and environ
mentalists, who they describ
ed as being predominately
rich and young easterners.
A majority of the letters
from people in western Mon
tana supported wilderness
and the manner in which the
inventory was being handled
by the BLM.
In addition,
some western Montanans
agreed that particular areas
should be dropped from fur

ther wilderness considera
tion.
In general, western
Montanans expressed their
opinions about many areas,
while eastern Montanans
usually wrote about areas
near their homes.
The study concluded that
the public has many miscon
ceptions of what activities
are allowed under the Wilder
ness Act of 1964. Many
myths and incorrect assump
tions emerged from the com
ments of wilderness oppo
nents, a finding that sup
ports the views of those who
advocate more information
and public education about
the meaning of wilderness
designation. There seemed to
be much confusion among the
public about the concept of
Multiple-Use in roadless
areas. In addition, many
people disagreed with the
BLM's definition of a road
(a crucial factor in the
wilderness inventory).
The Wilderness Institute's
report suggests that the
Bureau of Land Management
standardize their methods of
obtaining information so that
both the agency and the
public have a basis of agree
ment upon which to analyze
the wilderness review pro
gram.
The initial inventory
phase of the wilderness
review program was completed
by the BLM in August, with
the incorporation of public
comments provided by the
Wilderness Institute's
report.
An intensive field inven
tory, followed by detailed
wilderness studies of quali
fied areas will be conducted
by the BLM during the next
ten years. The Bureau's
final recommendations will
be forwarded to the President
by October, 1991, who in
turn will make final recom
mendations to Congress.
Congress will make the final
decisions on the areas to be
included in the National
Wilderness Preservation
System.

T h e W ild e rn e ss In stitu te
M o n tan a F o re st & C o n se rv a tio n
E x p e rim e n t S ta tio n
U n iv ersity o f M o n tan a
M issoula, M o n tan a 59812

In lieu of the Spring 1979 edition of "Words on Wild
erness," the WI staff prepared a comprehensive report on
the history and accomplishments of the Wilderness Institute.
A limited number of copies of "The Wilderness Institute:
Its First Five Years, 1974-1979" are currently available.
We anticipate many requests and are planning a second
printing, therefore we would appreciate a $2.00 donation
with each request to help defray publication costs.

WI Needs Your

Financial

Support

Words on Wilderness
The Wilderness Institute
School of Forestry
University of Montana
Missoula, Montana 59812

page 8

